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“Condemn me. It doesn’t matter. 
History will absolve me. ” 

It was with these words that Fidel Castro, 
a fiery 26-year-old lawyer, closed his own 
defense statement in a courtroom in Cuba 
in 1953. 

On July 26, 1953, Fidel and about 150 
other young revolutionaries had attacked 
the Moncada military barracks in an 
effort to begin an uprising against the 
dictator Batista. But many factors in this 
first attempt by Fidel at an insurrection 
were miscalculated, and many of the 
150 fighters were murdered or tortured 
to death in Batista’s prisons afterwards. 
After giving his now famous courtroom 
speech against the brutal rule of Batista, 
Fidel along with other companeros were 
found “guilty” and were each sentenced to 
between 5 and 15 years. However, because 
of growing protests and discontent in 
Cuba, the dictator Batista was pressured 
to release them only two years later, in 
1955. 

That same year, Fidel Castro and other 


revolutionaries came together to form 
the July 26th Movement. They went to 
Mexico to re-group and plot their victory 
against Batista. It was in Mexico that Fidel 
met Ernesto “Che” Guevara, a young 
doctor, who agreed to join their group 
of 81 young revolutionaries planning to 
return to Cuba aboard the Granma. In the 
final days of November 1956, 82 men and 
a heavy supply of weapons loaded on to 
the small Granma yacht, which was really 
only meant to hold about 25 people. 

They had coordinated the Granma’s 
arrival in Cuba with an uprising by the 
urban underground movement, led by 
Frank Pais, in Santiago de Cuba. However 
the Granma’s trip from Mexico to the 
eastern part of Cuba was not smooth 
and they arrived two days late. One of 
the reasons for their delayed arrival in 
Cuba was that a member of their team 
fell overboard. Norberto Collado, the 
helmsman on the Granma, later told the 
story of Fidel’s response, “the search 
began. Many believed that because of 
the state of the waves and the weight of 
his clothes, he had drowned. The delay 
compromised the mission, but Fidel said, 
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T won’t abandon any of my comrades,’ 
and after a great effort, we found him in 
the dark. Fidel’s humanist position really 
impressed me. It’s the same one he’s 
maintained throughout the revolution.” 
In addition to this near drowning, the 
Granma had a failed engine, and some 
miscalculations had been made in relation 
to the navigation time. This meant that 
they arrived in Cuba after the uprising 
in Santiago de Cuba had already been 
crushed by Batista’s forces. 

Soon after their arrival, the fighters 
disembarking from the Granma, which 
had landed in a swamp in las Coloradas, 
were ambushed by Batista’s army. At 
the end of this fight, only 12 of those 
who arrived on the Granma re-grouped 
in the Sierra Maestra Mountains. Despite 
this seemingly impossible situation, with 
the outlook of a truly exceptional leader, 
Fidel told his small group, “We will win 
this war.. .we’re just beginning to fight!” 
And fight they did. This young group 
of revolutionaries gained support from 
people throughout Cuba, fought against 
Batista’s malicious forces and formed 
alliances with revolutionaries, workers 
and oppressed people across the country 
and around the world. On December 31, 
1959, Batista fled Cuba, eventually for 
Miami, USA. It had been three years and 
one month since the Granma landed, and 
5 years, 5 months and 5 days since the 
attack on the Moncada Garrison. Fidel 
and the July 26th Movement had won 
their revolution in favor of the people 
of Cuba! 

The Uphill Battle of the Revolution 

The triumph of the Cuban revolution did 
not mean a full victory for the Cuban 
people, indeed since 1959 the revolution 
has been a continuous uphill battle, even 
with all of its gains and triumphs. 

The dreams and plans of Fidel and those 
other revolutionaries ran very deep. 
They wanted to flip Cuba upside down. 
When they came to power in 1959, 90% 
of Cuban farmland was controlled by 
U.S. companies and institutions, with the 
wealth of the country being swept into the 
pockets of a small minority of Cubans 
and foreigners. The new revolutionary 
government planned for the wealth to be 
redistributed among the poor, with land 
given to the landless, and fundamental 
human rights for all, meaning universal 
education, housing, jobs and healthcare. 




Fidel and other revolutionary fighters released from prison due 
I to popular protest, 2 years after the attack on Moncada. 



g revolutionaries to sail to Cuba and begin the struggle for 
the Cuban Revolution in 1956. 


In his first speech upon his arrival in 
Havana on January 9, 1959, Fidel was 
very honest about these future battles to 
maintain the revolution. He explained, 
“The tyranny has been overthrown, but 
there is still much to be done. Let us not 
fool ourselves into believing that the 
future will be easy; perhaps everything 
will be more difficult in the future.” 

In 1961, the Bay of Pigs invasion was 
the largest attempt by the U.S. after the 
triumph of the revolution at a physical 
invasion of Cuba. The U.S. backed 
and trained 1,500 men, to invade Cuba 
and overthrow Fidel and the Cuban 
revolution. The idea was that Cubans 
on the island would join the U.S. trained 
forces because the U.S. believed Fidel 


was losing popularity. 
However, after 
less than 72 hours, 
the U.S.-backed 
invaders were forced 
to surrender to the 
revolutionary army 
of Cuba. Jose Manuel 
Gutierrez, one of 
the soldiers for the 
counterrevolutionary 
forces said, “a jeep 
passed shooting and 
saying: ‘Surrender, 
surrender’; a little 
later, a group of us 
came out and turned ourselves 
over. It was Fidel in that jeep, 
and I said to someone: ‘That’s 
why we lost, because Fidel 
is with them, fighting on the 
frontline.’” Fidel, the strategist 
and vanguard fighter, was still on 
the frontlines working together 
with the Cuban people to defend 
his country and people from the 
imperialist attack. Fidel once again 
showed himself to be a visionary leader, 
who not only talks the talk, but 
also walks the walk. 

Basically a year later, Cuba had 
continued concerns about the 
U.S. organizing another invasion 
against the island. This factor, 
along with the US officially 
imposing an economic blockade 
against Cuba, caused Cuba to 
look to the Soviet Union for help. 

During that moment in history 
now known as “the 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis”, the Soviet 
Union moved 
nuclear weapons 


into Cuba without the U.S. knowing. 
This secrecy went against what Cuba 
had negotiated with the Soviet Union, 
and when a U.S. spy plane discovered 
the weapons, the U.S. came very close 
to retaliating directly against Cuba, 
During this crisis, Cuba was cut out of 
the negotiations between the Soviet Union 
and the U.S. Government. Forty years 
later in an interview with Barbara Walters, 
Fidel Castro remarked, “Believe me. We 
were not interested in becoming part of 
the whole contention between the two 
countries. We would not have accepted 
the missiles if they had said that it was 
related to the balance of power.” This 
trick by the Soviet Union was truly a 
lesson for Fidel and other leaders of the 
Cuban revolution, which would put them 
in a better position to understand how to 
work with the Soviet Union in the future. 

Fidel’s Historical Role in Africa 

In 1975, Cuba sent 30,000 soldiers 
into Angola to help with their fight for 
independence against colonial powers. 
After a small victory against the South 
African apartheid army, Cuba wanted to 
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push forward, and in the words of Fidel, 
“exact a heavy price from South Africa 
for its adventure, the application of UN 
Resolution 435 and the independence of 
Namibia.” However, Fidel also explained 
that, “on the other hand, the Soviets, 
worried about possible U.S. reaction, 
were putting strong pressure on us to 
make a rapid withdrawal. After raising 
strong objections, we were obliged to 
accede, at least partially, to the Soviet 
demands.” 

Again in 1987, the South African 
apartheid army hit back at Angola. This 
time Fidel took matters into his own 
hands. He explained how the South 
African army “advanced strongly towards 
Cuito Cuanavale, an old 
NATO airbase. Here 
it prepared to deliver 
a mortal blow against 
Angola. Desperate 
calls were received 
from the Angolan 
government appealing 
to the Cuban troops 
for support in fending 
off presumed disaster; 
it was unquestionably 
the biggest threat from 
a military operation in 
which we, as on other 
occasions, had no 
responsibility whatever.” 

Despite the fact that it was not Cuba’s 
responsibility to defend Angola’s 
sovereignty, Fidel sent 55,000 soldiers to 
Angola. Remaining in Cuba, Fidel spent 
days and nights strategizing the battle in 
Angola. Fidel’s plans were victorious, and 
the victory against the apartheid army in 
Cuito Cuanavale weakened them severely. 
Fidel again set an example of courage and 
leadership that not only awed military 
strategists, but changed the course of 
history for South Africans. 

What were the people of Africa’s reaction 
to Cuba’s involvement under Fidel’s 
leadership? It was not only Angolans who 
did not felt the victory in Cuito Cuanavale. 
The famous anti-colonial leader Amilcar 
Cabral from Guinea-Bissau also said, 
“Cuban fighters are ready to lay down 
their lives for the liberation of our 
countries, and in exchange for this aid 
to our freedom and the progress of our 
people, all they take from us are their 
comrades who fell fighting for freedom.” 


The late Nelson Mandela, has said many 
times, “the defeat of the racist army at 
Cuito Cuanavale has made it possible for 
me to be here today.” On Fidel, Nelson 
Mandela said in 1995, “I went to Cuba 
in July 1991, and I drove through the 
streets with Fidel Castro. There were a 
great deal of cheers. And I also waved 
back believing that these cheers were 
for me.. .But when I reached the square 
where I had to make some remarks to the 
crowd, then I realized that these cheers 
were not meant for me, they were meant 
for Fidel Castro...Then I realized that 
here was a man of the masses...Those 
are the impressions I have about Fidel 
Castro in Cuba.” 



As you can 
see, Fidel’s 
leadership in 
this battle of 
ideas has not 
only been as 
a military 
strategist or 
fighter. Fidel 
is also a 
revolutionary 

Fidel Castro and Thomas Sankara 1984. 
internationalist, he believes in struggling 
for a better world for all human beings, 
not only those of a particular nationality. 

As Karl Marx and Fredrick Engels wrote 
in the Communist Manifesto, “Workers 
of the world unite!” Many historians 
have argued that Che Guevara left Cuba 
for Africa and later to fight in Bolivia 
because he was somehow dissatisfied 
with the Cuban revolution or that Fidel 
was somehow dissatisfied with him. 

The reality is that both Fidel and Che 
were revolutionary internationalists who 


played different roles in the struggle. Che 
Guevara never would have made it into 
Bolivia without the support of the Cuban 
government and Fidel Castro. 

The battles Cuba has fought since 1959, 
both in Cuba and internationally have not 
been easy. Some were physical battles, 
such as the battle against bandits in the 
Escambray Mountains or the Bay of 
Pigs invasion. However, most were not 
battles of physical might, but battles of 
ideas. In December 1998 at the Union of 
Young Communists’ 7th Congress, Fidel 
explained this battle, “the struggle we 
are speaking about will not, in essence, 
be a war, but rather a battle of ideas. The 
world’s problems shall not be solved 
through the use of nuclear weapons —this 
is impossible— nor through wars. What’s 
more, they shall not be solved through 
isolated revolutions that, within the order 
installed by neo-liberal globalization, can 
be crushed within a matter of days, weeks 
at the most.” 

The Difference of Two Methods: Soviet 
Union Down, Cuba Up 

In the mid-1980s, the political and 
economic situation in Cuba began to show 
challenges ahead for the maintenance 
of the revolution. The 
country was showing signs 
of stagnation and increased 
bureaucratic tendencies. 
It was at this time that 
Gorbachev came to power 
in the Soviet Union and 
brought forth the economic, 
social and political policy 
of Perestroika and Glasnost 
[Reconstruction and 
Openness], which was in 
place from 1985 until the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
in 1991. Interestingly, in 
1988, the news agency Paris 


AFP asked Fidel Castro why Cuba was not 
following perestroika. Fidel responded, 
“problems must also be resolved with 
honor, morals, and principles.” These 
honors, morals and principals were present 
in Cuba’s economic plan, presented in 
1989, as the rectification process. 

In his book, A Nation for All: Race, 
Inequality, and Politics in Twentieth- 
Century Cuba, Harvard professor 
Alejandro de la Fuente explains that 
Cuba’s rectification period, “called 
for a reversal of the market-oriented 
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pragmatism that characterized the 1971- 
85 years, a recentralization in decision 
making, and the reintroduction of mass- 
mobilizations and voluntary work as 
forms of labor organization.” This is 
partly true. 

In February 1990, Fidel Castro spoke at 
an extraordinary session of the National 
Assembly of the People’s Power and 
explained further. “It was in the report to 
the third party congress (in February 1986) 
where the process of rectification began. 
It began at a time when no party in the 
socialist arena talked about those things, 
nor did they talk about restructuring, or 
anything else. [...] Our rectification started 
before anyone else’s, before any party’s 
rectification. We have followed our path. 
We have not copied anyone’s path. One 
of the things that rectification consisted 
of was to sweep away a set of concepts, 
ideas, or ways of constructing socialism 
that we had copied. We discovered many 
peculiarities in what we had. We said, this 
leads nowhere. We must improve this. So 
we worked hard. We have worked a lot. 
[...] Like I told the workers: Yes, we will 
have change, but it will be revolutionary 
change to get more revolution, to make 
the revolution more solid. Do not let 
anyone dream that we will head toward 
capitalism, or to anything that looks like 
private property for production.” This 
battle of ideas, to maintain and deepen 
socialism, is a debate and discussion in 
Cuba that continues today. Fidel has also 
taken a firm position, that while Cuba 
has to be flexible and reject rigidity, that 
flexibility will never mean abandoning 
Cuba’s socialist principals for equality 
and justice. 


times between 1985 
and 1989, under the 
leadership of Fidel, 
the Cuban revolution 
continued to fight for 
a better life for people 
in Cuba. He cited 
these statistics: “The 
number of inhabitants 
per doctor fell from 
1832 to 303 over the 
same period, reaching 
274in 1990 ... Infant 


A new and difficult challenge fell upon 
Fidel Castro in 1989. This was the case of 
his former comrade and friend Ochoa, or 
“Case No. 1 of 1989”. This was when four 
high-ranking officers in the Cuban military 
were caught involved in smuggling drugs 
through Cuba. One of these four was 
Amaldo Ochoa, a highly decorated officer 
who had fought alongside Fidel in the 
Sierra Maestra. Cubans were outraged 
and felt a deep sense of betrayal, as these 
men’s actions left the Cuban government 
very vulnerable to be attacked by the U.S. 


mortality stood at 10.2 per thousand births 
in 1990, against 15 for the developed 
world, 52 for Latin America and 76 in 
the underdeveloped world.” Cuba prides 
itself in the fact that throughout difficult 
times they have always maintained the 
social safety net in place for the most 
vulnerable and continued pushing forward 
the gains of the revolution in healthcare 
and education. We know that outside of 
Cuba, when capitalist countries like the 
U.S. or Canada face economic challenges 
these programs are always the first on the 
chopping block. 

Fidel: An Instrument of Revolutionary 
Change 


Karen Lee Wald, an 
American journalist, 
wrote “Most Cubans 
believed that all of the 
accused committed 
high treason... 
They tended not to 
ask whether Castro 
was guilty, too... 
but rather, ‘how 
could they do that 
to Fidel?!”’ Wald 
continues, saying that 
Cubans generally flip- 
flopped during the trial as to whether 
or not they should be given the death 
penalty. However, after all of the members 
of the Council of State (including Fidel) 
explained their reasons for supporting 
the death penalty “most people in the 
country were convinced of the necessity 
of this action.” 


This case was especially offencive to Fidel 
because Ochoa had been in charge of 
troops in Angola and they had pulled him 
out before the battle at Cuito Cuanavale, 
but had they not, who knows what might 
have happened. Years later, looking back 
at this case in 1999, Fidel stated, “they 
had taken part in the organization of drug 


Cuban economist Carlos Tablada 
explained that even in the difficult 
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the Torricelli Act 
in 1992 and the 
Helms-Burton Bill 
in 1996 in order 
to further strangle 
Cuba’s economy. 
These two events 
launched Cuba 
into what they 
called the “special 
period”. 


trafficking through our country, 
an extremely serious offense 
that jeopardized the prestige 
and security of the nation. [...] 

We had found their justification 
incredible, since they said that 
they had concocted the plan 
to help the country... even if 
drug smugglers had delivered 
a billion or five billion dollars, 
if they had paid Cuba’s foreign 
debt, the revolution would never accept 
the passage of even a kilogram of drugs, 
because our country is worth much more. 
What it has achieved in health, education 
and many other fields as a matter of sheer 
justice with the sacrifice of many lives 
is worth much more than that amount; 
the life of just one person is worth much 
more, and we had had to sacrifice many 
lives.” 


After the triumph revolution, political 
and social education were popularized in 
Cuba, so the U.S. did not have an easy 
task ahead. The Cuban people generally 
understood how their families as well as 
their communities, society and nation 
had gained from the revolution,. Despite 
the U.S. government’s hopes, the vast 
majority of Cubans stood beside the 


Cuba, Fidel 
Period 


& the Special 


The dissolution of the Soviet 
Bloc in the early 1990s meant 
that Cuba lost its main trading 
partner, and over 80% of its 
foreign trade virtually overnight. 

This loss for Cuba, gave the U.S. 
government the idea to tighten 
its imperialist grip around 
Cuba’s neck. Basically since 
1959, but officially from 1962, 
the U.S. government imposed 
an economic blockade against 
Cuba. This limited Cuba’s 
access to medicine, food, construction 
materials, etc. The U.S. also stopped 
importing Cuban sugar, which meant 
that Cuba had been forced to rely very 
heavily on the Soviet Bloc for trade. The 
U.S. government knew this, and after the 
collapse of Soviet Union, they passed 


f 
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The Cuban people commemorate 
Comandante Fidel Castro after his 
passing on November 25th 2016. 
“Yo Soy Fidel” (I am Fidel) 


revolution during the 
special period, despite 
delays and overcrowding 
of public transportation, 
power blackouts, food 
shortages, and long 


line-ups at stores. 

Fidel, always the optimist, reminded 
people in 1996, “After five years of 
blockade combined with the special 
period, the people’s spirit is stronger, 
because humankind is brave and gains 
strength under adversity, under struggles, 
under difficulties. Human is no meringue 
topping that fades under a whiff. Humans 
are children of their own history, and very 
few countries have a history as beautiful 
as ours.” It is with the belief that the 
revolution could overcome all obstacles 
that the people of Cuba continued despite 
huge difficulty to defend the revolution 
and their Comandante en Jefe, Fidel 
Castro. 


In order to pull Cuba out of the immense 
poverty and hardship of the special period, 
Cuba opened its doors to tourism. This 
was basically what some call a “necessary 
evil”, meaning that although it went 
against the overall goals of creating 
equality among all Cubans, it was the only 
solution for the revolutionary government 
of Cuba if it wanted to maintain the 
universal health and education system 
that the revolution had developed. This 
was a difficult choice for Fidel and the 
Cuban leadership, but they were willing 
to make it. 


Similar to the rectification process of the 
1980s, in the early 2000s Fidel launched 
another fight against the corruption of the 
‘new rich’ that resulted from tourism. In 
a speech on November 17, 2005, Fidel 
declared, “We have a people who have 
learned to handle weapons. We have 
an entire nation which, in spite of our 
errors, holds such a high degree of culture, 
education, and conscience that it will never 
allow this country to become their colony 
again. This country can self-destruct, this 
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revolution can destroy itself, but 
they can never destroy us. We can 
destroy ourselves, and it would 
be our fault.” These statements 
by Fidel opened the idea that 
another rectification process could 
be necessary in the near future as 
the Cuban economy recovers from 
the special period. 

The Gains of the Cuban 
Revolution 

The challenges for Cuba and 
Fidel’s revolutionary leadership 
to maintain its road forward 
have been and continue to be 
numerous. Despite these ongoing 
challenges, Cuba has not stopped 
making large strides forward for 
its people. In 2006, Javier Rodriguez, a 
writer for Granma International wrote, 
“Irrespective of the fierce US economic 
and commercial blockade, Cuba was able 
to develop education, health and other 
fields...Cuban experts and technicians 
joined with nations of the region to jointly 
work on projects targeting the quality 
of life of the most underprivileged of 
Latin America. Strategies to eliminate 
illiteracy through Cuba’s “Yo Si Puedo 
(I Can Do It) system were successful in 
Venezuela and are being implemented 
in Bolivia and other countries. Medical 
assistance to the poorest populations in 
Latin America is complemented with the 


training of thousands of doctors.” 

Most recently, in the last 3 years, 
headlines around the world have praised 
Cuba, as the country’s revolutionary 
internationalism lead it to sending doctors 
to West Africa in the fight against Ebola. 
Headlines reading, “Cuban doctors take 
leading role in fighting Ebola” (UK 
Telegraph), “Why Cuba Is So Good at 
Fighting Ebola” (Time Magazine), and 
“W.H.O. to Announce End of Ebola 
in Liberia, Thanks to Cuba” (Telesur) 
have promoted Cuba’s leading role in 
combating a global crisis. In October 
2014, Fidel Castro expressed in his 
reflection “Heroes of our time”: “May the 
example of the Cubans heading to Africa 


also capture the hearts and minds of other 
doctors around the world, especially 
those who possess resources, practice a 
religion or have the deepest conviction 
to fulfill the duty of human solidarity. 
[...] The personnel heading to Africa are 
also protecting those who remain here, 
because the worst that can happen is 
that this epidemic or other more serious 
illnesses reach our continent, or the 
heart of any community in any county 
in the world, where a child, mother 
or human being could die. There are 
enough doctors on the planet to ensure 
that no one has to die due to lack of 
medical attention. This is what I wish to 
express.” What we can see from this is 
that through many of the unforeseeable 
ups and downs of the revolution, Fidel 
Castro’s consistent revolutionary method 
in approaching Cuba’s challenges has led 
Cuba to succeed. These battles have been 
fought and overcome through the pressure 
and devotion of the Cuban people to their 
revolution and its gains, but also through 

continued on page 29 
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| Here We Will Be, in Every Trench 

1 Declaration of Cuban children, adolescents 
| and youth 

| November 28, 2016 

1 Throughout these days, new generations of 
| Cubans have wept along with the whole nation; 

| thousands of faces reflecting consternation at 
1 the departure of the Commander of so many 
| battles. The pain is deep, but on this rises the 
| will and the certainty that we will never betray his confidence. The youth in which | 
1 he trusted infinitely will make his ideas and teachings endure in every child, | 
| adolescent and young Cuban | 

| That, no matter how hard the times are or how high the challenges may be, we | 
| will be in the trenches of study, work and defense. We will be ready to preserve | 
| this Revolution most faithfully, thanks to which we are today more dignified, freer, | 
| more anti-imperialist and sufficiently prepared to understand that the future of | 
| our Socialism is in our hands, and that nothing and no one can prevent us from | 
| defending it to the ultimate consequences. That is what we learned from Fidel, that | 
| which we swore to Fidel and will fulfill. | 

| National Bureau of the Union of Young Communist of Cuba (UJC) § 
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FIRE THIS TIME 


Special Fidel Edition December 2016 7 



















From here 
we say: 


Hasta la 


Victoria 


-Siempr 


Remarks by Army General Raul Castro 
Ruz, First Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Cuba Central Committee, 
and President of the Councils of State 
and Ministers, during the massive 
posthumous tribute to Comandante en 
Jefe Fidel Castro Ruz, in Havana s Plaza 
de la Revolucion , November 29, 2016, 
Year 58 of the Revolution. 

Esteemed heads of state and government; 
Gentlemen, leaders of delegations; 
Outstanding figures; 

Friends all; 

Dear people of Cuba: 

(Applause) 

Although it will be my responsibility 
to present the final speech, this coming 
December 3, when we gather in Antonio 
Maceo Plaza de la Revolucion in Santiago 
de Cuba, I wish to express, at this time, 
in the name of our people, Party, and 
government, as well as the family, our 


sincere gratitude for your presence 
here at this event (Applause), for the 
moving words you have expressed, and 
also for the extraordinary, innumerable 
demonstrations of solidarity, affection, 
and respect received from the entire 
planet, in this hour of pain and 
commitment. 

Fidel dedicated his life to solidarity and 
led a socialist revolution “of the humble, 
by the humble, for the humble” that 
became a symbol of the anti-colonial, 
anti-apartheid, anti-imperialist 

struggle, for the emancipation and 
dignity of peoples. 

His vibrant words resound in this Plaza 
today, as they did in the gathering of 
campesinos July 26, 1959, in support 
of the agrarian reform, which was like 
crossing the Rubicon and unleashed a 
death sentence for the Revolution. Here 
Fidel reaffirmed, “The agrarian reform 
is going ahead.” And we did it. Today, 
57 years later, we are honoring the 
person who conceived it and led it. 

In this place, we voted to approve, 


together with him, the First and Second 
Declarations of Havana, in 1960 and 
1962, respectively. (Applause). Faced 
with aggression by the Organization 
of American States (OAS), Fidel 
proclaimed that “behind the Homeland, 
behind the free flag, behind the 
redeeming Revolution.... there is an 
honorable people,” ready to defend its 
independence and “the common destiny 
of a freed Fatin America.” 

I was with Fidel in the building now 
occupied by the MINFAR, that is, the 
Ministry of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, (on one side of the Plaza) when 
we heard the explosion of the French 
ship Fa Coubre, which had brought the 
first and only weapons we were able to 
purchase in Europe, and we left for the 
docks to aid the victims, because we 
knew that that explosion could only have 
come from the ship that was unloading 
those weapons, when a few minutes after 
our arrival, as a lethal trap, a second 
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explosion occurred. The two together 
caused 101 deaths and numerous injuries. 
Here, with him, the Declaration of Cuba as 
an Illiteracy Free Territory, in December 
of 1961, was made, (Applause), at the 
conclusion of the Literacy Campaign 
carried out by more than 250,000 
teachers and students, which did not 
stop; while this same year, veterans 


Comandante Che Guevara, and returned 
here again, 30 years later, during the most 
difficult stage of the Special Period, to 
commit ourselves, before his remains, to 
follow his immortal example. 

Moved and indignant, we attended 
the painful farewell to the 73 persons 
murdered by state terrorism in the 


of the Rebel Army and 
the nascent National 
Revolutionary 
Militia 
battled the 
mercenaries 
at Playa 
Giron, and in 
mountainous areas, 
armed bands infiltrated 
from abroad, which 
among many other vile acts, 
murdered 10 young literacy 
teachers. A victory was 
won in Giron, and at the same time, the 
entire country learned to read and write 
(Applause), to ensure that, as Fidel said 
at that time, ’’The young have a future in 
their hands." (Applause). 

With great emotion, precisely here, we 
heard the Comandante en Jefe in this 
Plaza, during the solemn wake of October 
1967, to pay tribute to the unforgettable 


This is the Plaza of important May Day 
marches in the capital: in 1966, against 
the Helms-Burton Act, which is still in 
effect; the enormous march of 1999, and 
the open tribunal of youth, students, and 
workers of 2000, when Fidel presented 
his conception of Revolution, which 
millions of Cubans have made their own 
with their signature, over the last few 
days, in a sacred act of 
commitment. (Applause). 
This is the place where 
we have come to support 
the agreements reached 
at our Congresses of 
the Communist Party of 
Cuba. 

In this same spirit, the 
people have come over 
these last few days, with 
much participation from 
youth, to render heartfelt 
tribute and swear loyalty 
to the ideas and work of 
the Comandante en 
Jefe of the Cuban 
Revolution 
(Applause). 




bombing of the Cubana Airlines aircraft 
over Barbados, among them the young 
winners of all the gold medals in the 4th 
Central American and Caribbean Fencing 
Championships. On that occasion, we 
repeated with him, “When an energetic 
and virile people weeps...” (shouts of: 
Injustice trembles!) Exactly, “Injustice 
trembles!” (Applause.) 


Dear Fidel: 

Alongside the 
monument to Jose 
Marti, national hero 
and intellectual 
author of the assault 
on the Moncada 
Garrison, where we 
have gathered for 
over half a century 
in moments of 
extraordinary 
pain - and 
to honor 
our 
martyrs, 
proclaim our 
ideals, revere 
our symbols, and 
consult the people 
regarding important 

decisions - precisely here, 
where we commemorate our victories, 
we say to you, alongside our self- 
sacrificing, combative, heroic people: 
Hasta la victoria siempre! (Onward to 
victory, always) (Shouts of Siempre! and 
applause) 

(Shouts of: "Viva Fidel! Viva Raul!") 
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August 13, 2016: Fidel’s 90th 
Birthday 
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April, 2016: 7th Party Congress 


2007-2016: Fidel’s reflections 


December, 1999: Founding of 
Cuban social workers program 


1975-1991: Operation Carlota 


December, 1975: 1st 
Congress of the Communist 
Party of Cuba 


October, 1962: October Crisis 


Triumph of the Revolution: 
January 1, 1959, Santiago de 
Cuba and January 8, Havana 


December 18, 1956: Rebel 
forces reunited in Cinco Palmas 


1955-1956: Exile in Mexico 


October 16, 1953: History Will 
Absolve Me 


September 27, 1945: The transfer 
I of the “Bell of Demajagua” to the 
University of Havana 

Bom: August 13, 1926, Biran, 
today located in Holguin province 



oments in the life of 


Died: November 25, 2016 
Havana. Fidel’s ashes are laid 
to rest in Santiago de Cuba 


3 


2006: The year of the Energy 
Revolution 


3 
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October, 1991: 4th Party 
Congress 


December, 1976: National 
Assembly of People’s Power, 
Fidel elected President of 
the Councils of State and 
Ministers 


Through October 3, ^ 

1965: Process of uniting 
revolutionary forces 


April, 1961: Playa Giron 


May 3, 1958: Meeting at Alto 
de Mompie 


3 

3 


December 2, 1956: Granma 
yacht landing 


J 


May 15, 1955: Fidel released 
from the Isle of Pines prison 

July 26, 1953: Assault on the 
Moncada Garrison, Santiago de 
Cuba 


3 

3 


■\ 


Early studies: 1935-1942, Lasalle 
(1935) and Dolores (1938) schools, 
in Santiago de Cuba and Belen Jesuit 


r ‘fF% Iril 111 k - ,ailLia & u v^uua ai iu jjtitu Jtsun 

ViV Preparatory School (1942), in Havana, 

( 1926 ) 


10 FIRE THIS TIME Special Fidel Edition December 2016 















































































Fidel Castro Ruz was bom August 13, 
1926 in Biran, in the former province of 
Oriente. His father, Angel Castro Argiz, 
the son of poor farmers in Galicia, was 
a landholder and sugarcane colonist. 
His mother, Lina Ruz Gonzalez, was 
from a mral family in the province of 
Pinar del Rio. 

He learned to read and write in a mral, 
public school in Biran, and continued 
his elementary education in the private 
Catholic boarding schools of La Salle 
and Dolores, in the city of Santiago de 
Cuba. He began his secondary studies 
at the same Dolores College and 
concluded them at the Jesuit Belen _ 
school, in Havana, from which he I 
graduated in June of 1945. 

The Jesuits of Belen said, "Fidel 
Castro always distinguished 
himself in all subjects related to 
Letters He was a real athlete, and 
was able to win the admiration and 
affection of all. He would go on to 
study law, and we never doubted 
that he would write brilliant 
chapters in the book of his life. 
Fidel had the raw material and the 
sculptor will not be lacking." 


Between July and September of 1947, 
the third year of his studies, he signed 
up to participate in an expedition to 
fight against the regime of Dominican 
dictator Rafael Leonidas Tmjillo. The 
volunteers trained on Confites Cay. 
He was promoted to lieutenant, squad 
leader, and then to head a battalion 
company. The expeditionaries set off 
to the sister republic by sea, but were 
intercepted by the Cuban Navy. Fidel 
jumped into the water with his rifle, to 
avoid capture, and always considered 
it shameful that the fighters ended 
up arrested without ever joining the 


Congress, which was to take place in 
this last country. 

He was in Bogota when the rebellion 
erupted following the assassination of 
Colombian leader Jorge Eliecer Gaitan, 
in April this year. He threw himself into 
the stmggle, and only survived by pure 
luck. 

In March of 1949, he led a protest in 
front of the U.S. diplomatic mission in 
Havana, to express popular indignation 
with the disrespect shown by U.S. 
Marines to Cuban national hero Jose 
Marti, at a statue located in the center 



Ficlel Castro 


In September of 1945 , he enrolled 
at the University of Havana, to study 
Law, Social Sciences and Diplomatic 
Law. There, he immediately joined the 
political stmggles of the student body 
and assumed different positions in the 
University Student Federation. He was 
an outstanding member of different 
progressive and anti-imperialist 
organizations, such as the Pro Puerto 
Rican Independence Committee; the 
September 30 Committee, of which he 
was a founder; and the Pro Democracy 
in the Dominican Republic Committee, 
of which he was president. 

As part of his political activity 
during these years, he organized and 
participated in innumerable protests 
and denounced the political and social 
situation in the country. He was beaten 
and jailed more than once by the 
repressive forces. 


struggle. 

He came into contact with Marxist 
ideas as a university student. He 
sympathized with the Orthodox Party 
of the Cuban People, a progressive 
tendency, and participated actively in 
their electoral campaigns, beginning in 
1948, in particular in that of the party's 
principal leader Eduardo R. Chibas. 
Within the political organization, he 
worked to promote the most radical 
and combative positions among the 
youngest members. After the death 
of Chibas, he redoubled his efforts 
to unmask corruption within the 
government of Carlos Prio. 

After his participation in the expedition 
against Trujillo, in 1948, he traveled 
to Venezuela, Panama, and Colombia, 
as a student leader, with the goal of 
organizing a Latin American Student 


of Old Havana. 

In 1950, Fidel graduated with a PhD in 
Civil Law, and a bachelor's degree in 
Diplomatic Law. From his attorney's 
office, he devoted himself to defending 
the poor. 

When Fulgencio Batista staged a coup 
March 10, 1952, Fidel was one of 
the first to denounce the reactionary, 
illegitimate nature of the regime and 
call for its overthrow. 

He organized and trained a large 
contingent of almost a thousand young 
workers and students, fundamentally 
from the ranks of the Orthodox Party. 

With 160 of these comrades, on July 26, 
1953, he led the assault on the Moncada 
Garrison in Santiago de Cuba and one 
in Bayamo, in an action conceived to 
detonate the armed struggle against the 
Batista dictatorship. 

December 2016 li 
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Young Fidel with his schoolmates at Nuestra 
Senora de Dolores school 

The plan for a surprise attack 
failed, and they were unable 
to accomplish their objective. 

Fidel was imprisoned by 
the tyranny's repressive 
forces, a few days after 
the military setback, and 
was held incommunicado 
for 76 days. He was tried, 
convicted, and sentenced 
to 15 years in prison, after 
defending himself in a private 
hearing, under guard, giving a 
statement known as "History 
will absolve me," in which 
he outlined the future Cuban 
Revolution's program. 

"No weapon, no force is capable 
of defeating a people that decides 
to struggle for its rights. There are 
innumerable historical examples in the 
past, and in the present. Just recently, in 
the case of Bolivia, where miners with 
their sticks of dynamite, defeated and 
crushed the regular army's regiments," 
he said on that occasion. 

In prison, he continued his work 
denouncing the oppressive regime, 
while at the same time perfected his 
revolutionary plans, and deepened his 
theoretical and ideological foundation 
and that of his companeros. 

As a result of popular pressure and 
a broad campaign, he was released 
in May of 1955. Over subsequent 


weeks he carried out an intense effort 
agitating and denouncing the regime, 
and founded the July 26 Movement to 
continue the revolutionary struggle. 

In July of 1955, seeing the impossibility 
of moving forward against Batista 
via legal means, Fidel departs for 
Mexico, to organize an armed 
insurrection in exile. In precarious 
economic conditions, and subjected 
to the vigilance and persecution 
of the dictatorship's agents, the 
organizational and preparatory work 
continued, while at the same time, the 
ideas and goals of the insurrection were 
disseminated. Fidel traveled to the 
United States - to Philadelphia, New 
York, Tampa, Union City, Bridgeport 
and Miami - where, along with exiled 
compatriots, he established "patriotic 
clubs" to build economic and political 


Fidel speaking with fellow students at the 
University of Havana. 


support for the 
revolutionary 
struggle. 

Under the banner 
of Fidel's words: 
"In 1956, we will 
be free, or we 
will be martyrs," 
he, Raul, Juan 
Manuel Marquez, 
Ernesto Che 
Guevara, Camilo 
Cienfuegos, Juan 
Almeida, and 
other outstanding 
revolutionaries 
trained with long 


walks through the streets of Mexico 
City, scaling mountains, self defense, 
guerrilla tactics, and target shooting. 

June 20, 1956, the leader of the July 
26 Movement, Che, and others were 
arrested, the safe houses discovered, 
and a significant portion of the weapons 
they had collected confiscated. 

After they were released by the Mexican 
police, plans were accelerated. The 
Granma yacht was purchased and they 
set sail for Cuba, during the dawn hours 
of November 25, 1956, from Tuxpan, 
with 82 combatants aboard, whose 
average age was 27. 

After seven days at sea, they landed 
December 2, at Las Coloradas, on 
the southwestern coast of the former 
province of Oriente. Batista's forces 
located the landing site and attacked the 
expeditionaries. On December 
5, Fidel and his comrades were 
surprised at Alegria de Pio. 
The revolutionaries were split 
up, several captured, and many 
killed in the attack. 

With the valiant collaboration of 
local campesinos, Fidel and Raul 
are reunited in Cinco Palmas, 
and regrouped the revolutionary 
forces, departing for the Sierra 
Maestra mountains to continue 
the struggle. 

On January 17, 1957, Fidel led 
the insurgents' first armed attack 
on the Batista army, at the Plata 
Garrison, and won their first victory. 
The Rebel Army began to grow and 
become stronger. 


Fidel and other revolutionaries in the Sierra Maestra mountains. 



























Santiago de Cuba that very 
day, arriving in Havana 
with the Freedom Caravan 
on January 8. 

He maintained his role as 
Comandante en Jefe after 
the insurrection ended, 
and on February 13, 1959, 
was named Prime Minister 
of the Revolutionary 
Government. 


Doves land on Fidels shoulder while speaking 
after the triumph of the Cuban revolution 1959. 

In his role as Commander in Chief, 
Fidel directed the armed struggle of 
the rebel forces and the work of the 
July 26 Movement for 25 months, 
during the war. Under his 
direct command was the 
Jose Marti Column One, and 
he participated personally in 
almost all of its operations 
and the most important 
battles that took place in the 
First Rebel Front's territory. 

Following a crushing defeat, 
the principal leaders of the 
dictatorship's elite troops 
decided to recognize the 
rebel victory in the theater 
of operation in the province 
of Oriente, on December 28, 

1958. During the dawn hours 
of January 1, 1959, Fidel 
neutralized a coup attempt in Havana 
- supported by the U.S. - by calling a 
general strike, and entered the city of 


He directed and 
participated in all actions 
undertaken to defend the country and 
the Revolution, against both military 
aggression from abroad and attacks 
by counterrevolutionary bands within 
the nation. In particular, he led the 
Cuban forces that defeated the invasion 


Fidel looks out from a tank during the Bay of 
Pigs invasion 1961. 


organized by the CIA at Playa Giron, on 
the Bay of Pigs, in 
April of 1961. 

He led the Cuban 
people through 
the dramatic days 
of the October 
Crisis in 1962. 

In the name of 
the revolutionary 
government, he 
proclaimed the 
socialist character 
of the Cuban 
Revolution on 
April 16, 1961. 

He took the lead 
as secretary 


__L 

With members of the Cuban Federation of 
Women. 

general of the Integrated Revolutionary 
Organizations of this era, and later in 
the same position heading the United 
Party of the Socialist Revolution of 
Cuba. When the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Cuba 
was established, he was elected 
First Secretary, a decision which 
has been ratified by delegates to 
five Party Congresses. 

He was elected as a deputy to the 
National Assembly of People's 
Power, representing a district 
in Santiago de Cuba, from its 
creation in 1976, and was chosen 
by this body as the President of 
Cuba's Councils of State and 
Ministers through 2006. 

He led official Cuban delegations 
to more than 50 countries, and 
received multiple decorations 
abroad and in Cuba, as well as academic 
honors from institutions of higher 
learning in Cuba, Latin America, and 
Europe. 

He strategically directed hundreds of 
thousands of Cuban combatants on 
international missions in Algeria, Syria, 
Angola, Ethiopia, and other countries; 
while inspiring and organizing tens of 
thousands of Cuban doctors, teachers, 
and technicians who have offered their 
services in more than 40 countries of the 
Third World, along with the provision 
of training to tens of thousands of 
students from these nations. Fidel led 
the establishment of assistance and 
cooperation to establish comprehensive 
healthcare programs in numerous 
countries in Africa, Latin America, and 
the Caribbean, and the creation in Cuba 
of international schools offering studies 


Thousands of young people sign up as volunteer teachers during the 
campaign to eradicate illiteracy, initiated by Fidel in 1960. 
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Joking around with world famous boxer 


Addressing the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1979. 


in medicine, sports, and other sciences 
and disciplines. 

On a global level, he promoted the 
Third World's battle against the reigning 
economic order, in particular against 
crippling foreign debt, the wasting of 
resources on military spending, and 
neoliberal globalization, as well as 
efforts to build unity and integration 
among Latin American and Caribbean 
nations. 


He has headed the decisive action 
of the Cuba people to confront the 
impact of the economic, commercial 
and financial blockade imposed on 
Cuba by the United States, since its 
inception, and likewise in confronting 
the consequences of the collapse of the 
socialist camp, leading the tenacious 
efforts of Cubans to overcome the great 
difficulties that resulted, overseeing the 
resistance and reinitiating a period of 
growth and economic development. 


and the deepening of the people's 
revolutionary, internationalist, 

communist consciousness. 

In 2006, for heath reasons he was 
obligated to resign from his position as 
President of the Councils of State and 
Ministers, and in the 2011 6th Party 
Congress stepped down as First Party 
Secretary, retaining his seat as a deputy 
in the National Assembly of People's 
Power until his death. 

Throughout these last ten years, he 
has carried out productive work, 
writing Reflections and hundreds of 
articles, while with great perseverance 
conducting experiments related to 
improving human and animal nutrition. 

On the basis of his immense moral 
authority, until his last breath, he 
continued to contribute his opinions 
regarding the most important battles 
undertaken by the Revolution. 

The life of Fidel cannot be reduced to a 
few lines. His permanent, insoluble ties 
with the people, his brilliant oratory, 
his constant teaching, his unlimited 
dedication to the Revolution have left 
a indelible mark in the Cuban people 
and served to inspire millions of men 
and women on all continents. Future 
generations of Cubans will have in 
him, as in Marti, an enduring example 
and the inspiration to give continuity to 
his work 


Throughout the Revolution's many 
years, he inspired and directed the 
Cuban people's struggle for the 
consolidation of our revolutionary 
process; its advance toward socialism; 
the unity of revolutionary forces and 
the entire people; the country's social 
and economic transformation; the 
development of education, health, 
sports, culture, science, and defense; 
the country's response to foreign 
aggression; the country's active, 
principled foreign policy based 
on solidarity with world's peoples 
struggling for their independence; 
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Fidel Castro Ruz: 1926-2016. Viva Fidel! 


Mumia Abu Jamal 

November 29, 2016 



Fidel Castro, father of the 1959 Cuban 
revolution has died after 90 years of a life 
of rebellion and resistance. That this bold, 
revolutionary figure lived as long as he did 
is itself a victory, for he outlived at least 11 


assassination attempts forged by the CIA 
against him. Eleven times that the U.S. 
government has admitted. 

As a young man, he earned a law degree, 
but never practiced in that role. He took to 
the revolutionary path, and began a struggle 
against the U.S.-supported dictator, Fulgencio 
Batista. That struggle, which led to the fall of 
Batista, inspired people all around the world. 

One of those inspired was the late Huey P. 
Newton, co-founder of the Black Panther 
Party, who, in a 1967 jail interview, noted, 
“When Fidel Castro started the revolution 
along with Che Guevara, with 12 of them 
altogether, they realized that they wouldn’t 
be able to topple oppressive regime in Cuba. 
What they were essential was an educational 
body. They engaged with the army; they 
fought with the army and they showed the 
people that the army was that bulletproof, 
that the police were not bulletproof. And that 
Batista’s regime was not a regime that was 
impossible to topple, so the people began 
to feel their strength,” [said] Dr. Huey P. 
Newton. 

Fidel was a friend of Malcolm X, and a 
lifelong friend of Africa. The racist regime 


of apartheid South Africa got whipped in 
Angola, with tens of thousands of Cuban 
troops in the field. The notorious Battle of 
Cuito Cuanavale, Angola was where South 
Africa saw the bloody writing on the wall. 

Castro once said, “African blood flows in 
our veins. Many of our ancestors came as 
slaves from Africa to this land. As slaves, 
they struggled quite a great deal. They fought 
as members of the Liberating Army of Cuba. 
We’re brothers and sisters of the people of 
Africa, and we’re ready to fight on their 
behalf.” 

Fidel Castro and the Cuban revolution 
never bowed to the U.S. empire, not once in 
over half a century. The Cuban revolution 
produced the finest educational system in the 
Caribbean and much of the world. They sent 
their doctors all around the earth 
The world mourns the passing of a giant. Fidel 
Castro Ruiz, comandante de la revolucion, 
presente. 

From Imprisoned Nation, this is Mumia Abu 
Jamal 

*Transcript of audio recorded by Noelle 
Hanrahan of Prison Radio 
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lessons from Fidel 

Black Lives Matter and 
the Transition of 
El Comandante 

November 27, 2016 

We are feeling many things as we awaken 
to a world without Fidel Castro. There is an 
overwhelming sense of loss, complicated 
by fear and anxiety. Although no leader 
is without their flaws, we must push back 
against the rhetoric of the right and come 
to the defense of El Comandante. And there 
are lessons that we must revisit and heed 
as we pick up the mantle in changing our 
world, as we aspire to build a world rooted 
in a vision of freedom and the peace that 
only comes with justice. It is the lessons 
that we take from Fidel. 

From Fidel, we know that revolution is 
sparked by an idea, by radical imaginings, 
which sometimes take root first among just 
a few dozen people coming together in the 
mountains. It can be a tattered group of 
meager resources, like in Sierra Maestro in 
1956 or St. Elmo Village in 2013. 

Revolution is continuous and is won first 
in the hearts and minds of the people and 
is continually shaped and reshaped by the 
collective. No single revolutionary ever 


wins or even begins the revolution. The 
revolution begins only when the whole is 
fully bought in and committed to it. And it 
is never over. 

Revolution transcends borders; the 
freedom of oppressed people and people 
of color is all bound up together wherever 
we are. In Cuba, South Africa, Palestine, 
Angola, Tanzania, Mozambique, Grenada, 
Venezuela, Haiti, African America, and 
North Dakota. We must not only root 
for each other but invest in each other’s 
struggles, lending our voices, bodies, and 
resources to liberation efforts which may 
seem distant from the immediacy of our 
daily existence. 

Revolution is rooted in the recognition that 
there are certain fundamentals to which 
every being has a right, just by virtue of 
one’s birth: healthy food, clean water, 
decent housing, safe communities, quality 
healthcare, mental health services, free and 
quality education, community spaces, art, 
democratic engagement, regular vacations, 
sports, and places for spiritual expression 
are not questions of resources, but questions 
of political will and they are requirements 
of any humane society. 

Revolution requires that the determination 
to create and preserve these things for our 
people takes precedent over individual 
drives for power, recognition, and 
enrichment. 


A final lesson is that to be a revolutionary, 
you must strive to live in integrity. As a Black 
network committed to transformation, 

we are particularly grateful to Fidel 
for holding Mama Assata Shakur, who 
continues to inspire us. We are thankful that 
he provided a home for Brother Michael 
Finney Ralph Goodwin, and Charles 
Hill, asylum to Brother Huey P. Newton, 
and sanctuary for so many other Black 
revolutionaries who were being persecuted 
by the American government during the 
Black Power era. We are indebted to Fidel 
for sending resources to Haiti following 
the 2010 earthquake and attempting to 
support Black people in New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina when our government 
left us to die on rooftops and in floodwaters. 
We are thankful that he provided a space 
where the traditional spiritual work of 
African people could flourish, regardless of 
his belief system. 

With Fidel’s passing there is one more 
lesson that stands paramount: when we 
are rooted in collective vision when we 
bind ourselves together around quests for 
infinite freedom of the body and the soul, 
we will be victorious. As Fidel ascends to 
the realm of the ancestors, we summon 
his guidance, strength, and power as we 
recommit ourselves to the struggle for 
universal freedom. Fidel Vive! 
www. blacklivesmatter. com 
@Blklivesmatter 
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On Friday November 25th at 10:29pm 
Fidel Castro, the outstanding Cuban 
revolutionary leader, passed away. He 
was 90 years old. Fidel leaves behind 
a legacy of over 70 years of steadfast 
commitment and accomplishments in 
the fight for a better world. We offer 
our heartfelt condolences to Raul, 
his family, the people of Cuba and 
millions of people everywhere for 
whom Fidel holds such an important 
place. 

As a student leader turned victorious 
guerrilla commander and later as 
Cuba’s head of state, Fidel dedicated 
his incredible life to the dignified fight 
for a more just and human society in 
Cuba and around the world. While 
many debate and dispute the role that 
a single individual can play in history, 

Fidel’s huge impact on world events 
is indisputable. Cuba’s achievements 
today in social equality and development in the arts and sciences 
are recognized by international organizations such as the UN, 
FAO, UNESCO and WHO—in spite of more than 50 years of a 
cruel U.S. blockade on the island. We with say utmost confidence 
that Fidel’s important legacy and vital example will continue on 
long after his passing. 

Through many of the unforeseeable ups and downs of the Cuban 
Revolution, Fidel Castro’s consistent revolutionary method in 
approaching all challenges has led Cuba to succeed. These battles 
have been fought and overcome through the pressure and devotion 
of the Cuban people to their revolution and its gains, but also 
through the clear foresight of Cuba’s revolutionary government 
led for more than 50 years by Comandante Fidel. 

As a young revolutionary defending himself against the courts 
of the dictatorship he later overthrew, Fidel made the famous 
proclamation, “Condemn me, it does not matter, history will 
absolve me!” More than 60 years later, we can say with complete 
certainty that he was correct. Now is the time for all of us to work 
together tp keep up the fight in the ongoing struggle for a new and 
better world. This is how we best honour the legacy of this tireless, 
humble, incredible and one of a kind revolutionary. 

VIVA FIDEL! 

FIDEL PRESENTE! 

HASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMPRE! 

UNTIL VICTORY, FIDEL ALWAYS! 

VENCEREMOS! 


“It is with deep sorrow that I come before you to 
inform our people, and friends of Our America and 
the world, that today, November 25, at 10.29pm, 
commander and chief of the Cuban Revolution 
Fidel Castro Ruz passed away...Hasta La Victoria 
Siempre! (Until victory always!)” 

Late in the night of Friday, November 25, Raul 
Castro, the President of Cuba, appeared on Cuban 
television and announced the passing of Comandante 
Fidel Castro at the age of 90. The news spread 
quickly around the world, as did the messages of 
condolences, in recognition of the incredible impact 
of his extraordinary life. 

We offer our heartfelt condolences to Raul, his 
family, the people of Cuba and millions of people 
everywhere for whom Fidel holds such an important 
place. 

In the 90 years of his extraordinary life, Fidel 
outlasted 10 US presidents, 11 counting President 
Barack Obama. He also survived over 600 
assassination attempts orchestrated by the US 
government and the CIA. Through his unwavering 
leadership Comandante Fidel Castro steered the 
Cuban Revolution through 57 years of great gains 
and great challenges, and through his undying 
internationalism Fidel continued to support the 
struggles of all oppressed peoples for a just and better world. 

It has to be said with great certainty that Fidel’s impact as a 
revolutionary will live on. As he always said, revolutionaries win 
by setting an example. And indeed he was the best example of a 
selfless, devoted revolutionary leader who simply did what he was 
supposed to do; to lead the struggle for a better world. He served with 
dignity and gracefully the cause of socialism for working class and 
oppressed people around the world. Fidel as a great teacher taught 
us that the greatest beauty is the fight for humanity. He taught us that 
revolutionaries have no need for material and fetish attachments. 
Just the dedication of oneself to the cause of socialism and a better 
world. Fidel’s departure is his message to remind us that the struggle 
to replace capitalism with a just and human system must continue, as 
he did for 70 years. 

Now is the time for all of us who believe in a better future to honour 
the legacy of Comandante Fidel Castro and work together to keep up 
the fight in the ongoing struggle for a new better world. Fidel was for 
unity and unity is what is so essential and vital to win. 

Fidel’s legacy of hard work, dedication, dignity and revolutionary 
internationalist spirit will stay with us, as well as the Cuban people 
and the world forever. Fidel, his example and his ideas, will never 
truly die, and we find hope in that for the future. As a young Cuban 
shouted to international media in the streets of Havana, “Fidel isn’t 
dead because the people are Fidel.” We are Fidel! 

i VIVA FIDEL! 
iFIDEL PRESENTE! 
jHASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMPRE! 
jUNTIL VICTORY, FIDEL ALWAYS! 

: VENCEREMOS! 


Fidel Castro s 

LEGACY LIVES! 

Vancouver Communities in Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC) 
Vancouver, Canada 
November 25, 2016 
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Fa re we// Lef/er 
front C/ie 
/o F/de/ 


Year of Agriculture 
Havana, April 1, 1965. 

Fidel: 

At this moment I remember many 
things: when I met you in Maria 
Antonia’s house, when you proposed 
I come along, all the tensions involved 
in the preparations. One day they came 
by and asked who should be notified in 
case of death, and the real possibility 
of it struck us all. Later we knew it was 
true, that in a revolution one wins or 
dies (if it is a real one). Many comrades 
fell along the way to victory. 

Today everything has a less dramatic 
tone, because we are more mature, 
but the event repeats itself. I feel that 
I have fulfilled the part of my duty that 
tied me to the Cuban revolution in its 
territory, and I say farewell to you, to 
the comrades, to your people, who now 
are mine. 

I formally resign my positions in the 
leadership of the party, my post as 
minister, my rank of commander, and 
my Cuban citizenship. Nothing legal 
binds me to Cuba. The only ties are of 
another nature — those that cannot be 
broken as can appointments to posts. 

Reviewing my past life, I believe I 
have worked with sufficient integrity 
and dedication to consolidate the 
revolutionary triumph. My only 
serious failing was not having had 
more confidence in you from the first 
moments in the Sierra Maestra, and not 
having understood quickly enough your 
qualities as a leader and a revolutionary. 

I have lived magnificent days, and at 


final hour finds me under other skies, 
my last thought will be of this people 
and especially of you. I am grateful 
for your teaching and your example, to 
which I shall try to be faithful up to the 
final consequences of my acts. 

I have always been identified with the 
foreign policy of our revolution, and I 
continue to be. Wherever I am, I will 
feel the responsibility of being a Cuban 
revolutionary, and I shall behave as 
such. I am not sorry that I leave nothing 
material to my wife and children; I am 
happy it is that way. I ask nothing for 
them, as the state will provide them 
with enough to live on and receive an 
education. 

I would have many things to say to 
you and to our people, but I feel they 
are unnecessary. Words cannot express 
what I would like them to, and there is 
no point in scribbling pages. 


your side I felt the pride 
of belonging to our 
people in the brilliant yet 
sad days of the Caribbean 
[Missile] crisis. Seldom 
has a statesman been more brilliant 
as you were in those days. I am also 
proud of having followed you without 
hesitation, of having identified with 
your way of thinking and of seeing and 
appraising dangers and principles. 

Other nations of the world summon my 
modest efforts of assistance. I can do 
that which is denied you due to your 
responsibility as the head of Cuba, and 
the time has come for us to part. 

You should know that I do so with a 
mixture of joy and sorrow. I leave here 
the purest of my hopes as a builder and 
the dearest of those I hold dear. And I 
leave a people who received me as a 
son. That wounds a part of my spirit. I 
carry to new battlefronts the faith that 
you taught me, the revolutionary spirit 
of my people, 
the feeling of 
fulfilling the 
most sacred 
of duties: to 
fight against 
imperialism 
wherever it 
may be. This 
is a source of 
strength, and 
more than heals 
the deepest of 
wounds. 

I state once 
more that I free 
Cuba from all 
responsibility, 
except that which 
stems from its 
example. If my 


FIRE THIS TIME Special Fidel Edition December 2016 19 






"The Cuban people hold a special place »-,»»»»» 
in the hearts of the p eople of Africa.” 



Nelson Mandela 

In 1991 , after being freed from 
prison , Nelson Mandela traveled 
to Cuba to thank Fidel Castro and 
the Cuban people for supporting 
the fight against apartheid and 
colonialism in southern Africa . 
Below is an excerpt from the speech: 

First secretary of the Communist 
Party, president of the Council of 
State and of the government of Cuba, 
president of the socialist republic of 
Cuba, commander-in-chief, Comrade 
Fidel Castro; Cuban internationalists, 
who have done so much to free our 
continent; Cuban people; comrades and 
friends: 

It is a great pleasure and honour to be 
present here today, especially on so 
important a day in the revolutionary 
history of the Cuban people. Today 
Cuba commemorates the thirty-eighth 
anniversary of the storming of the 
Moncada. Without Moncada, the 
Granma expedition, the struggle in 
the Sierra Maestra, the extraordinary 
victory of January 1, 1959 would never 
have occurred. 

Today this is revolutionary Cuba, 
internationalist Cuba, the country that 
has done so much for the peoples of 
Africa. 

We have long wanted to visit your 
country and express the many 
feelings that we have about the Cuban 
revolution, about the role of Cuba in 
Africa, southern Africa, and the world. 

The Cuban people hold a special place 
in the hearts of the people of Africa. 
The Cuban internationalists have made 
a contribution to African independence, 
freedom, and justice, unparalleled for its 
principled and selfless character. From 
its earliest days the Cuban Revolution 
has itself been a source of inspiration to 
all freedom-loving people. 

We admire the sacrifices of the 
Cuban people in maintaining their 
independence and sovereignty in 


the face of a vicious imperialist- 
orchestrated campaign to destroy the 
impressive gains made in the Cuban 
Revolution. 

We too want to control our own destiny. 
We are determined that the people of 
South Africa will make their future and 
that they will continue to exercise their 
full democratic rights after liberation 
from apartheid. We do not want popular 
participation to cease at the moment 
when apartheid goes. We want to have 
the moment of liberation open the way 
to ever-deepening democracy. 

We admire the achievements of the 
Cuban Revolution in the sphere of social 
welfare. We note the transformation 
from a country of imposed 
backwardness to universal literacy. 
We acknowledge your advances in the 
fields of health, education and science. 

There are many things we learn from 
your experience. In particular we 
are moved by your affirmation of the 
historical connection to the continent 
and people of Africa. Your consistent 
commitment to the systematic 
eradication of racism is unparalleled. 

But the most important lesson that you 
have for us is that no matter what the 
odds, no matter under what difficulties 
you have had to struggle, there can be 
no surrender! It is a case of freedom or 
death! 


I know that your country is experiencing 
many difficulties now, but we have 
confidence that the resilient people of 
Cuba will overcome these as they have 
helped other countries overcome theirs. 
We know that the revolutionary spirit 
of today was started long ago and that 
its spirit was kindled by many early 
fighters for Cuban freedom, and indeed 
for freedom of all suffering under 
imperialist domination. 

We too are also inspired by the life and 
example of Jose Marti, who is not only 



Cuban solidarity art poster OSPAAAL 
collection, 1977. 
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Cuban doctors and health workers unload boxes 


of medicines and medical aid at the Freetown 
airport in Sierra Leone, October 2, 2014. 

a Cuban and Latin American hero but 
justly honoured by all who struggle to 
be free. 

We also honour the great Che Guevara, 
whose revolutionary exploits, including 
on our own continent, were too powerful 
for any prison censors to hide from us. 
The life of Che is an inspiration to all 
human beings who cherish freedom. 
We will always honour his memory. 

We come here with great humility. We 
come here with great emotion. We come 
here with a sense of a great debt that is 
owed to the people of Cuba. What other 
country can point to a record of greater 
selflessness than Cuba has displayed in 
its relations with Africa? 

How many countries of the world 
benefit from Cuban health workers or 
educationists? How many of these are 
in Africa? 

Where is the country that has sought 
Cuban help and has had it refused? 

How many countries under threat from 
imperialism or struggling for national 
liberation have been able to count on 


Cuban support? 

It was in prison when I 
first heard of the massive 
assistance that the Cuban 
internationalist forces 
provided to the people 
of Angola, on such a 
scale that one hesitated 
to believe, when the 
Angolans came under 
combined attack of South 
African, CIA-financed 
FNLA, mercenary, 

UNITA, and Zairean troops in 1975. 

We in Africa are used to being victims 
of countries wanting to carve up our 
territory or subvert our sovereignty. 
It is unparalleled in African history to 
have another people rise to the defence 
of one of us. 

We know also that this was a popular 
action in Cuba. We are aware that those 
who fought and died in Angola were 
only a small proportion of those who 
volunteered. For the Cuban people 
internationalism is not merely a word 
but something that we have seen 
practiced to the benefit of large sections 
of humankind. 

We know that the Cuban forces were 
willing to withdraw shortly after 
repelling the 1975 invasion, but the 
continued aggression from Pretoria 
made this impossible. 

Your presence and the reinforcement 
of your forces in the battle of Cuito 
Cuanavale was of truly historic 
significance. The crushing defeat of 
the racist army at Cuito Cuanavale 
provided the possibility for Angola to 
enjoy peace and consolidate its own 
sovereignty! 


The defeat of the racist army allowed 
the struggling people of Namibia to 
finally win their independence! 

The decisive defeat of the apartheid 
aggressors broke the myth of the 
invincibility of the white oppressors! 

The defeat of the apartheid army was 
an inspiration to the struggling people 
inside South Africa! 

Without the defeat of Cuito Cuanavale 
our organizations would not have been 
unbanned! 

The defeat of the racist army at Cuito 
Cuanavale has made it possible for me 
to be here today! 

Cuito Cuanavale was a milestone in 
the history of the struggle for southern 
African liberation! 

Cuito Cuanavale has been a turning 
point in the struggle to free the 
continent and our country from the 
scourge of apartheid! 
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“It is with deep sorrow that I come before 
you to inform our people, and friends of 
Our America and the world, that today, 
November 25, at 10.29pm, commander 
and chief of the Cuban Revolution 
Fidel Castro Ruz passed away...Hasta 
La Victoria Siempre! (Until victory 
always!)” 

Late in the night of Friday, November 25, 
Raul Castro, the President of Cuba, went 
on to Cuban television and announced the 
passing of a giant, Cuban revolutionary 
and internationalist leader, Fidel Castro 
at the age of 90. The news spread quickly 
around the world, as did the messages 
of condolences, in recognition of the 
incredible impact of his extraordinary 
life. 

In Vancouver, Canada, organizers with 
Vancouver Communities in Solidarity 
with Cuba (VCSC) took the news of 
Fidel Castro’s passing with not only with 
heavy hearts, but with the determination 
that the life and legacy of Comandante 
Fidel Castro must be told at this important 
time. VCSC organized four events in the 
nine days following his passing in order 
honour the life and legacy of Fidel Castro 
and to set the record straight about this 
important revolutionary leader who 
struggled for the victory and dignity of 
poor and working people in Cuba and 
around the world. 

The four events organized by VCSC 
brought out hundreds of people from 
many different ages, backgrounds and 
experiences in Vancouver, all impacted 
by the life of Fidel Castro. Through 
speeches, stories, poetry, music, and 
film, participants expressed not only 
their profound sadness, but also their 
intense love and respect for Fidel Castro 
as a humble, tireless and one of a kind 
revolutionary. 

Also importantly, the perspective and 
opinions of people in Vancouver in 
support of Fidel Castro were reflected in 
the media through coverage of VCSC’s 
work. This coverage included over 10 
radio and TV interviews as well as articles 
with media including the Province 
Newspaper, CBC TV, CTV, Global TV, 
CKNW, News 1130, Spice Radio, Coop 
Radio and Roundhouse Radio which 
worked to help combat the media bias 
against Comandante Fidel and the Cuban 
Revolution. 

Fidel’s Legacy Lives! Vancouver 
Candlelight Vigil 

On Sunday November 27, over 100 


Vancouver 
Remembers 
Comandante 
Fidel Castro 

by Alison Bodine 

people gathered in the wind and rain at 
CBC Plaza in downtown Vancouver to 
honour Comandante Fidel Castro. In 
between chants of “Viva Fidel!” and 
“Fidel Presente, Ahora y Siempre!” a 
dynamic program of speakers, poets 
and musicians warmed the hearts of 
participants. 

The candlelight vigil was MC’d by 
Tamara Hansen, the Coordinator of 
Vancouver Communities in Solidarity 
with Cuba (VCSC). To begin the program, 
she first welcomed Kelly White, a Coast- 
Salish Elder, indigenous leader and social 
justice activist, who welcomed everyone 
to the vigil with a song of strength and 
remembrance. Kelly was followed by 
the powerful words of Yasin Kiragga 
of the African Descent Society and the 
International President of Ubuntu Human 
Rights, Brian Sproule of the CPC-ML 
and Stan Squires, a long-time supporter 
of Fidel Castro and the Cuban revolution, 
as well as Napolean Ortiz, who read a 
statement from the FMLN of El Salvador. 

Any program honouring the life and 
legacy of Comandante Fidel Castro 
would not be complete without poetry 
and music to express the beauty of 
the struggle for a better world. Myra 
Climaco, an historic combatant and 
militant of the FSLN from Nicaragua 
and Lucy Ortiz, the Director of the Latin- 
American poetry collective “Proyecto 
Cultural Sur,” both read poetry, while 
Honduran musician MX Katracho and El 
Salvadorian musician Maria Melendez 
had participants clapping and singing in 
celebration of Fidel’s life. 

Despite the increasingly terrible 
weather, participants at the vigil stood 
strong and proud with their candles and 
Cuban flags until the program ended 
with an opportunity to pay respects to 
Comandante Fidel Castro by laying 
flowers at the foot of his portrait. 

Vancouver Remembers Fidel! - Open 



House 

Following the Sunday vigil, Vancouver 
Communities in Solidarity with Cuba 
(VCSC) organized an open house 
for people in Vancouver to continue 
remember the life and legacy of 
Comandante Fidel Castro. At the event, 
which took place on Tuesday November 
29, at the Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood 
House in East Vancouver, there was also 
a condolence book set up for people to 
sign. 

Despite the sadness and reflective 
sentiment in the air, the colourful room 
decorated with beautiful portraits of Fidel, 
was also lively with fond memories of 
Fidel and revolutionary Cuba, and even 
the occasional sound of joyful laughter. 
Soon, the condolence book began to fill 
with messages of all kinds, long and 
short, and in many languages. 
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Viva Fidel! Film Festival & Tribute 
Event 

On Sunday December 4, the ashes of Fidel 
Castro were laid to rest in a cemetery 
in Santiago de Cuba. As the Cuban 
people continued to commemorate, 
remember and mourn their late leader, 
Vancouver continued to remember the 
life of Comandante Fidel together as well 
through two special events, bother held 
at the Mount Pleasant Neighborhood 
House. 

The first event was an all-day film 
festival of excellent films about Cuba’s 
revolutionary internationalist leader, 
MC’d by Friends of Cuba Against the 
Blockade (FCAB-Vancouver) and VCSC 
organizers Sarah Alwell and Alison 
Bodine . Through eight documentaries, 
participants at the festival were given 
the opportunity to review the important 
leadership role that Fidel Castro played in 
Cuba, in Latin America and all around the 
world, from the beginning of the Cuban 
Revolution to his recent 90th birthday on 
August 13, 2016. Many of the films also 
included interviews with Fidel, people in 
Cuba, and world leaders that illustrated 
his patient, kind, persuasive, defiant, 
visionary, and in a word, revolutionary, 
character. 

In between the films, people were 
invited to sign the Vancouver book 


of condolences as well as an online 
condolences book established by the 
Cuban Embassy in Ottawa, Canada. 

The Viva Fidel! Film festival ended with 
Roberto Chile’s “Desafio,” a moving 
tribute to the steadfast leadership of Fidel 
Castro and the determination of Cuba 
people, leaving the packed room in tears. 

However, those tears didn’t last for 
long, as people found their way to the 
final VCSC event honouring the life and 
legacy of Fidel Castro, and chants of 
Viva Fidel! once again filled the air. 

The tribute evening was opened by 
MC Tamara Hansen, the coordinator of 
Vancouver Communities in Solidarity 
with Cuba, with the videos from the 
last week of memorial events in Cuba. 
Following the videos, Tamara invited up 
Kelly White, a Coast-Salish elder, Tim 
Louis, former Vancouver City Councilor, 
Yasin Kiragga of the African Descent 
Society and the International President 
of Ubuntu Human Rights who read a 
letter from the General President of Pan 
African Congress of North America 
and International Civil Rights Lawyer 
Julialynne Walker, Bryan Belfont, a 
long-time Cuba supporter, and Barb 
Biley from the CPC-ML. Revolutionary 
condolences were also read from Wilfredo 
Perez Bianco, the Consul General of the 
Consulate of the Bolivarian Republic of 


Venezuela in Vancouver. Following the 
diverse speakers, Tamara also gave her 
own reflections on the life and legacy of 
Comandante Fidel Castro. 

The cultural portion of the program was 
opened by Max Tennant, a poet and 
organizer with Vancouver Communities 
in Solidarity with Cuba. He was followed 
by Marcos Uribe, a Chilean musician 
who was accompanied by Macarena 
Cataldo Hernandez for a moving set of 
classic songs dedicated to Comandante 
Fidel. Following Marcos and Macarena, 
the powerful voice of El-Salvadorian 
musician and organizer of the FMLN in 
Vancouver, Maria Melendez filled the 
hall. The tribute evening closed with a 
soulful performance by Kiki Connelly. 
Throughout the tribute, participants 
were also invited to continue to sign the 
Vancouver book of condolences. 

In the 90 years of his extraordinary 
life, Fidel outlasted 10 different US 
presidents, 11 counting US president 
Barack Obama. He survived over 600 
assassination attempts orchestrated 
by the US government and the CIA. 
Through his unwavering leadership 
Comandante Fidel Castro steered the 
Cuban Revolution through 57 years of 
great gains and great challenges, and 
through his undying internationalism 
Fidel continued to support the struggles 
of all oppressed peoples for a just and 
better world. 

Now is the time for all of us who believe 
in a better future to honour the legacy 
of Comandante Fidel Castro and work 
together to keep up the fight in the 
ongoing struggle for this new world. 

Fidel’s legacy of hard work, dedication, 
dignity and revolutionary internationalist 
spirit will stay with us, as well as the 
Cuban people and the world forever. 
Fidel, his example and his ideas, will 
never truly die, and we find hope in that 
for the future. As a young Cuban shouted 
to international media in the streets of 
Havana, “Fidel isn’t dead because the 
people are Fidel.” 

\ VIVA FIDEL! 

jFIDEL PRESENTE! 

jHASTA LA VICTORIA SIEMPRE! 

iUNTIL VICTORY, FIDEL ALWAYS! 

jVENCEREMOS! 

For photos of the Vancouver Remembers 
Fidel! Tribute events and to find out more 
about Cuba solidarity in Vancouver, visit 
www.vancubasolidarity.com 
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Remarks by Army General Raul Castro 
Ruz, First Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Cuba Central Committee, 
and President of the Councils of State 
and Ministers, during the political 
posthumous tribute to Comandante en 
Jefe of the Cuban Revolution, Fidel 
Castro Ruz, in Santiago de Cuba's 
Plaza Mayor General Antonio Maceo 
Grajales, December 3, 2016, Year 58 of 
the Revolution. 

(Council of State transcript) 

Esteemed Heads of State and 
Government; 

Outstanding figures; 

Compatriots here today in 
representation of the eastern provinces 
and Camaguey; 

People of Santiago de Cuba; 

Dear people of Cuba: 

This afternoon, upon arrival to the 
heroic city, the funeral procession 
transporting Fidel’s ashes, which 
retraced in reverse the route of the 
Caravan of Liberty of 1959, and 
visited emblematic sites in Santiago 
de Cuba, birthplace of the Revolution 
where, just as in the rest of the country, 
it was met with demonstrations 
of love by the Cuban people. 
Tomorrow, his ashes will be laid to 
rest in a simple ceremony in the Santa 
Ifigenia Cemetery, located very close to 
the Mausoleum of National Hero Jose 
Marti; his companeros in the struggle at 
Moncada, from the Granma, and Rebel 
Army, from the clandestine campaign 
and internationalist missions. 


The tombs of Carlos Manuel de 
Cespedes, father of the homeland, 
and the legendary Mariana Grajales, 
mother of the Maceo brothers and, 
daring to improvise in this act, also 
the mother of all Cuban men and 
women, are located just a few feet 
away. Also close by is the pantheon 
where the remains of the unforgettable 
Frank Pais Garcia rest; a young man 
from Santiago, murdered by Batista’s 
henchmen at only 22 years of age, one 
month after his younger brother Josue 
died fighting in an operation in this 
city. Frank’s age didn’t stop him from 
accumulating an exemplary trajectory 
of resistance against the dictatorship, 
in which he stood out as leader of the 
armed uprising in Santiago de Cuba, on 
November 30, 1956, in support of the 
landing of the Granma expedition, as 
well as his decisive role in organizing 
the sending of weapons and combatants 
to the nascent Rebel Army in the Sierra 
Maestra. 

Ever since the news of the passing of the 
historic leader of the Cuban Revolution, 
late on the evening of November 25, 
pain and sadness have overwhelmed the 
Cuban people who, deeply moved by 
his irreparable physical disappearance, 
have shown integrity, patriotic 
conviction, discipline, and maturity by 
attending, en mass, the tribute activities 
organized, and swearing to uphold the 
oath of loyalty to the conception of 
Revolution, articulated by Fidel on 
May 1, 2000. November 28 and 29, 
millions of compatriots signed their 



names in support of the Revolution. 
Amidst the pain of these days we have 
once again felt pride and comfort in 
the outstanding reactions of children 
and young Cubans, who reaffirm 
their willingness to be committed 
continuators of the ideals of the leader 
of the Revolution. 

On behalf of our people, the Party, 
State, government, and family 
members, I reiterate our most heartfelt 
thanks for the innumerable displays of 
respect and affection toward Fidel, his 
ideas and his work, which continue to 
arrive from all comers of the globe. 
Faithful to Marti’s philosophy that “all 
the glory in the world fits into a kernel 
of com,” the leader of the Revolution 
rejected any manifestation of a cult of 
personality, and remained tme to this 
position until the last hours of his life, 
insisting that, after his death, his name 
and likeness never be used to designate 
institutions, plazas, parks, avenues, 
streets, or other public spaces, nor 
monuments, busts, statues, and other 
such tributes be erected. 

In accordance with companero Fidel’s 
decision, during the next period of 
sessions of the National Assembly 
of People’s Power, we will present 
necessary legislative proposals to 
ensure his will is upheld. 

Our dear friend Bouteflika, President of 
Algeria, rightly said that Fidel possessed 
the extraordinary ability to travel into 
the future, return, 
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and explain it. On July 26, 1989, in the 
city of Camaguey, the Comandante en 
Jefe predicted, two-and-a-half years 
in advance, the disappearance of the 
Soviet Union 
and socialist 
camp, and stated 
before the world 
that if this were 
the case, Cuba 
would continue to 
defend the banner 
of socialism. 

Fidel’s authority 
and his close 
relationship with 
the people were 
key to the country’s 
heroic resistance 
during the dramatic 
years of the Special 
Period, when the 
nation’s Gross 
Domestic Product 
fell 34.8% and the 
Cuban people’s 
food situation deteriorated 
significantly, we suffered 
blackouts lasting 16 to 20 
hours a day, and a good part 
of our industry and public 
transport was paralyzed. 

Despite this however, we 
were able to safeguard public 
health and education for the 
entire nation. 

I recall the Party meetings in 
the different regions: east, in 
the city of Holguin; central, in 
the city of Santa Clara; and west in the 
capital of the Republic, Havana, held 
in July 1994 to analyze how to tackle, 
with greater efficiency and cohesion, 
the challenges of the special period, 
the growing imperialist blockade 
and media campaigns geared toward 
sowing despair among citizens. We all 
left theses meetings, including the one 
held in the western region, presided by 
Fidel, convinced that with the combined 
strength and intelligence of the masses 
under the leadership of the Party, it 
would, and was, possible to transform 
the special period into a new victorious 
battle in the country’s history. 

At that time few in the world would 
have bet on our ability to resist and 
overcome in the face of adversity 


and the intensification of the enemy 
blockade. Our people, however, under 
the leadership of Fidel, provided an 
unforgettable lesson in resolve and 
loyalty to the 
principles of the 
Revolution. 

Recalling these 
difficult moments, 
I think it right and 
fitting to return to 
what I said about 

Cuban people 
come out to 
the streets to 
commemorate 
the life of 
Comandante 
Fidel Castro 


Fidel on July 26, 

1994, one of the 
most difficult 
years, on the 
Isle of Youth, 
over 22 years 
ago, I quote: 

“The most 
illustrious son 
of Cuba this century, he who showed 
us that the attempt to capture the 
Moncada Garrison was possible; that 
we were able to turn that loss into a 
victory,” which we achieved five years, 
five months, and five days later, on that 
glorious January 1 of 1959 - this last 
comment added to the words I spoke on 
that occasion (Applause). 

He showed us, “Yes, it was possible to 


reach the coast of Cuba in the Granma 
yacht; that yes, it was possible to resist 
the enemy, hunger, rain and cold, and 
organize a revolutionary army in the 
Sierra Maestra following the Alegria 
de Pio debacle; that yes, it was possible 
to open new guerilla fronts in the 
province of Oriente, with ours and 
Almeida’s columns; that yes, it was 
possible to defeat the great offensive 
of over 10,000 soldiers with only 300 
rifles,” after which Che wrote in his 
Campaign Diary, that with this victory 
the backbone of the army of the tyranny 
had been broken: “That yes, it was 
possible to repeat the feats of Maceo 
and Gomez, extending with Che and 
Camilo’s columns the struggle from 
the east to the west of the island; that 
yes, it was possible to defeat, with the 
support of the entire 
people, the tyranny of 
Batista, backed by 
U.S. imperialism. 


“The man that 
showed us that yes, 
it was possible to 
defeat in 72 hours,” 
or even less, “the 
mercenary invasion 
of Playa Giron 


and at the same time, continue the 
campaign to eradicate illiteracy in 
one year,” as was happened in 1961. 
“That yes, it was possible to proclaim 
the socialist character of the Revolution 
90 miles from the empire, and when 
its warships advanced toward Cuba, 
following the brigade of mercenary 
troops; that yes, it was possible to 

continued on page 30 
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environment.” 

In a 2003 address to U.N. 
Convention to Combat 
Desertification and Drought, 
he expanded on the destructive 
impact of capitalism: 

“Such an economic order and 
such models of consumption 
are incompatible with the 
planet’s limited and non¬ 
renewable essential resources 
and with the laws that rule 
nature and life. They are also 
in conflict with the most basic 
ethical principles, with culture 
and with the moral values 
created by humankind,” 

Reforestation 

Because of a reforestation 
program which started in 
1998, forests make up 30.6 
percent of the island nation’s 
land area, and the country 
has been able to maintain 
sustained forest growth, 
according to Cuba’s National 
Officer of Statistics and 
Information. 


"i Let human life become more rational. Let us implement a just 
international economic order. Let us use all the science necessary for 
pollution-free, sustained development. Let us pay the ecological debt, 
and not the foreign debt. Let hunger disappear, and not mankind." 

- Fidel Castro, 1992 UN Rio Earth Sumit 


Cuba has the highest 
proportion of its forest 
designated for protective 
functions in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, according 
to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations. 


Fidel’s commitment to education and 
health care stand out as monumental 
achievements for Cuba under his 
decades of rule. While he emerged 
as a stalwart of anti-imperialism and 
anti-capitalism, his commitment 
to environmentalism and Cuba’s 
achievements in the area gets less 
attention. 

Cuba is one of the few developing 
countries that has shown a strong 
commitment to the environment and 
sustainability, despite a number of 
obstacles such as the ongoing U.S. 
blockade. 

Before the dangers of climate change 
were well established within scientific 
and indeed popular knowledge, Fidel 
spoke of the need to radically change 


the way societies interact with their 
environments. 

“Tomorrow will be too late to do what 
we should have done a long time 
ago,” Fidel said in a typically roaring 
speech while at the 1992 U.N. Rio 
Earth Summit. “Let human life become 
more rational. Let us implement a 
just international economic order. Let 
us use all the science necessary for 
pollution-free, sustained development. 
Let us pay the ecological debt, and not 
the foreign debt. Let hunger disappear, 
and not mankind.” 

In the famous address, Fidel highlighted 
that consumer societies, which “arose 
from the old colonial powers and from 
imperialist policies... are fundamentally 
responsible for the destruction of the 
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The province of Pinar del Rio is covered 
by 47 percent forests, and Guantanamo 
with 46.7 percent. When Fidel claimed 
victory in the Cuban Revolution in 
1959, only 14 percent of Cuba was 
thought to be covered in forest. 

Spanish colonization and foreign- 
owned timber and sugarcane industries 
played significant roles destroying 
significant amount of forest, which was 
estimated at around 90 percent before 
the Spanish landed on the island. 

Solar Technology 

In a country blessed with year-long 
sunshine, Cuba has begun to invest 
more in solar technology and has 
planned to expand its program across 
the island which not only helps reduce 
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a world leader in urban farming. In 
Havana alone, more than 87,000 
acres have been dedicated to urban 
agriculture, including food production, 
animal husbandry and forestry. In 2005, 
Havana’s urban gardens produced 272 
metric tons of vegetables. 


Environmental Protection 


Kicked off by the 1992 Rio speech, the 
Cuban government has aimed to protect 
its natural environments — some of the 
most pristine in the world, through tight 
environmental management. 
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pollution but save money. 

The Pinar 220 A1 solar park near 
Pinar del Rio in western Cuba uses 
12,080 solar panels to generate an 
average of 13 megawatts per day to 
national electricity grid. In its first 
year of operation, it produced almost 
6 gigawatts of electricity, which would 
have otherwise cost over half a million 
dollars to produce in a thermoelectric 
plant. 

Solar plants are planned for another 28 
areas within Pinar del Rio to generate 
105.9 megawatts of power. Another 
closely park in Tronsco is currently 
in construction and will provide 2.7 
megawatts to the electricity grid. 

Agricultural Revolution 

Already under the pressure of import 
restriction from the U.S. embargo, the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in the 
1990s, was a blow to Cuba’s economy 
and agriculture industry. Cuba then 
took the initiative to radically transform 
the way food was produced and 
distributed. In the years that followed, 
Cuba was able to shift to an organic or 
semi-organic type of agriculture. 

A key part of Cuba’s agriculture 
introduced under Fidel has been 
agroecology: a model whereby 

ecological principles are applied to 
farming to help sustainability and 


The Cuban government has set the goal 
of protecting 104 marine protected 
areas and so far as been able to protect 
25 percent of its marine habitats from 
being developed, according to Daniel 
Whittle from the Cuba program at the 
Environmental Defense Fund. New 
developments must undergo a stringent 
environmental review process. 

Cuba has also signed a number of 
important international conservation 
treaties and under Fidel went about 
changing the country’s laws for the 
better of the environment. Cuba’s 
constitution was amended to include 
protections for the environment and its 
resources and a number of institutions 
were created under Fidel to monitor, 
research and preserve the environment. 

“I think the Cuban government can 
take a substantial amount of credit 
for landscape, flora, and fauna 
preservation,” Jennifer Gebelein from 
Florida International University told 
National Geographic. 

Reprinted from: www.telesurtv.net 


lessen the reliance on chemicals. The 
model can not only help to produce 
a wide range of crops compared to 
industrial models built for exporting 
to other countries but helps to increase 
food sovereignty and self-dependency 
and reduce Cuba’s carbon footprint 


“Scientists are directly accountable to 
farmers, where farmers are treated— 
not as idiots—but as partners in the field 
who experiment and innovate, and the 
real genius of the Cuban experiment has 
been the democratization of expertise, 
knowledge and power,” Professor Raj 
Patel, a food security expert, said while 
speaking to teleSUR in October. 


Fidel helped implement a number of 
measures that helped to create jobs in 
the industry as well as increase local 
production and have more power to 
Campesinos 
to collectively 
manage 
farmland. Cuba’s 
agricultural 
revolution has 
been cited as 
an example for 
other countries, 
particularly 
developing 
countries to 
follow. 


Under Fidel, Cuba 
has also become 













Compatriots: 

We extend our gratitude to the admirable 
personalities accompanying us today, and 
our recognition to the workers, students 
and all of the people filling this square. 

We are living through days of intense and 
crucial battle. For five months we have 
been fighting restlessly. Millions of our 
compatriots, almost without exception, 
have participated in this fight. Our 
consciousness and the ideas sown by the 
Revolution throughout more than four 
decades have been our weapons. 

Revolution means to have 
a sense of history; it is 
changing everything that 
must be changed; it is full 
equality and freedom; 
it is being treated and 
treating others like human 
beings; it is achieving 
emancipation by ourselves 
and through our own 
efforts; it is challenging 
powerful dominant forces 
from within and without 
the social and national 
milieu; it is defending the 
values in which we believe 
at the cost of any sacrifice; 
it is modesty, selflessness, 
altruism, solidarity and 
heroism; it is fighting with 
courage, intelligence and 
realism; it is never lying or 
violating ethical principles; 
it is a profound conviction 
that there is no power in 
the world that can crush 
the power of truth and 
ideas. Revolution means 
unity; it is independence, 
it is fighting for our 
dreams of justice for Cuba 
and for the world, which 
is the foundation of our 
patriotism, our socialism 
and our internationalism. 

In real and concrete terms, for 41 years 
now we have confronted a neighbor 
located just 90 miles away, the most 
formidable power that has ever existed 


in a world that has become unipolar and 
hegemonic. 

It is amazing, though, because nobody 
in Cuba had asked the U.S. government 
for forgiveness nor had anyone asked it 
to put an end to this blockade, which is 
becoming increasingly unsustainable 
and is definitely crumbling because it 
is obsolete and it is ever more costly in 
political and moral terms for the United 
States. 

The forefathers who instituted our 
homeland’s heroic tradition of challenging 
the United States’ two-hundred-year old 
dream of annexing Cuba taught us that 
rights are demanded, not begged for. 
Nothing will be easy with regard to Cuba 
in the future. Forty years resisting all 
sorts of aggressions and injustices, and 
the war of ideas we have been waging 
ceaselessly throughout five long months 
have made us much stronger. 

We will fight tirelessly against the 
murderous Cuban Adjustment Act; 
against the cruel Helms-Burton Act, 
whose sponsors deserve to stand trial 
for the crime of genocide, according to 
the conventions signed in 1948 and 1949 
by both Cuba and the United States; and 
against the Act whose namesake, Robert 
Torricelli, is an ally of the Miami terrorist 
mob. 

We will fight against the blockade and 
the economic war that our people have 
endured for almost half a century. We 
will fight against all subversive activities 
carried out from within the United 
States, including terrorist acts aimed 
at destabilizing our nation, and we will 
fight for the return to our homeland of 
the territory illegally occupied in our 
country. We will fulfill everything we 
pledged in the Baragua Oath, in honor 
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of the indelible and immortal memory of 
Antonio Maceo, the Bronze Titan. 

It would be wise for the current and 
future leaders of the United States to 
realize that David has grown and that he 
has gradually become a moral giant who 
does not throw stones with his sling, but 
rather examples and ideas against which 
the Goliath of finances, colossal wealth, 
nuclear weapons, the most sophisticated 
technology and worldwide political 
power based on selfishness, demagogy, 
hypocrisy and lies is completely helpless. 

To ensure that they do not get their 
hopes too high over their ridiculous 
and Pyrrhic victory arising from the 
loathsome resolution adopted in Geneva, 
based on slander and imposed by the 
U.S. government through humiliating 
pressures and the backing of its NATO 
allies, during that same session Cuba put 
forward six resolutions in favor of Third 
World nations. They were all adopted 
by an overwhelming majority, with the 
United States voting against every single 
one, generally with the sole support 
or abstention of the small group of its 
wealthy European allies. 

The peoples of an ungovernable world, 
who suffer poverty and indigence and 
are exploited and plundered at an ever¬ 
growing rate, will be our best comrades 
in arms. We certainly lack the financial 
resources to cooperate with them. Instead, 
we have an extraordinary and selfless 
human capital that the wealthy countries 
do not have and never will possess. 

Long live patriotism! 

Long live socialism! 

Long live internationalism! 

Patna o muerte! 

Venceremos! 
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continued from page 7 

the clear foresight of Cuba’s revolutionary 
government led by Fidel Castro. 

Fidel Today! 

In a short interview with Armando Hart 
about his lifelong friendship with Fidel, 
he explained the basic concept that while 
imperialists attempt to “divide and win” 
in Latin America, Fidel and Cuba want 
to “unite and win”. Someone who I think 
would agree with 
this is Wayne 
Smith, former 
head of the U.S. 

Interest Section 
in Havana under 
U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter. 

Smith said, 

“Castro is 
celebrated as a 
hero throughout 
Latin America. 

It isn’t because 
they all want 
to be socialist 
now. No, it’s 
because he’s the 
only one who 
stood up to us 
and succeeded.” 

Indeed! Fidel 
has now watched 
and outlasted 10 
different U.S. 
presidents (11 

when Obama leaves office in January 
2017). Along with this, the U.S. 
government and the CIA have attempted 
to take Fidel’s life over 600 times since 
1959. 

In August 2006, only a few days before his 
80th birthday, Fidel announced that he had 
had emergency surgery and that Minister 
of Defence, Raul Castro, would take over 
his responsibilities in government. This 
meant that his birthday celebrations 
were postponed until December 2, 2006 
which also marked 50th anniversary 
of the historic landing of the Granma. 
Despite his illness, Fidel declared, “In 
terms of my spirits I am perfectly well. 
What is important is that everything in 
the country is running and will continue 
to run perfectly well.. .We must fight and 
work.” 

Over the past 10 years, since stepping 


aside from his role as president of Cuba, 
Fidel has continued his own work in other 
leadership roles. He continues to meet 
with foreign leaders and dignitaries, to 
write educational articles and occasionally 
give speeches at national and international 
functions. 

In his most recent public speech on April 
19,2016 at the closing of the 7th congress 
of the Communist Party of Cuba, Fidel 
Castro addressed many of the concerns 



of the Cuban people and international 
community now that the revolution will 
be handed over to a new generation who 
were not yet alive during the battles in 
the Sierra Maestra. Fidel said, “I shall 
soon turn 90, such an idea would never 
have occurred to me and it was never the 
result of an effort, it was sheer chance. 
I will soon be like everyone else. We 
all reach our turn, but the ideas of the 
Cuban communists will remain as proof 
that on this planet, working with fervor 
and dignity, can produce the material 
and cultural wealth that humans need, 
and we must fight relentlessly to obtain 
these. To our brothers in Latin America 
and the world we must convey that the 
Cuban people will overcome.” Fidel not 
only reached out to the Cuban people 
to encourage them to continue building 
on the gains of the Cuban socialist 
revolution. True to his revolutionary 
socialist internationalist perspective he 


also spoke out against climate change, 
imperialism, war, hunger and poverty. 
To enjoy Fidel’s full speech in English 
and Spanish, please read Fire This Time 
Volume 10 Issue 5. 

While many debate and dispute the role 
that a single individual can truly play in 
history, we have watched as many other 
revolutionary peoples lose or face deep 
setbacks in their revolutions. This can 
be due to many factors, both external 
and internal. 
However, we 
do know that in 
Cuba the people 
have fought to 
defend their 
revolution, 
partly because 
of their 
confidence in 
its leadership, 
their confidence 
in the fact 
that Fidel has 
always been 
able to criticize 
himself and the 
mistakes of the 
revolution and 
to push forward 
always looking 
for positive 
and principled 
solutions. It 
is because of 
this aspect of his character that he has 
maintained his leadership role in Cuba 
since July 26, 1953 when he lead the 
group of young revolutionaries to attack 
the Moncada army garrison in Santiago 
de Cuba. While the attack on the Moncada 
was a huge defeat, those who study history 
and are fair about the real challenges Cuba 
has faced, know that Fidel was correct 
when he pronounced that it did not matter 
if that courtroom found him guilty of 
crimes against Batista. As Fidel said, 
“Condemn me. It doesn’t matter. History 
will absolve me.” 

i VIVA FIDEL! 
i Viva La revolucion Cubana! 

LONG LIVE FIDEL! 

Long live the Cuban revolution! 

Article first appeared in Fire This Time 
Newspaper, November 2006. Edited and 
revised for Fire This Time special issue 
for Fidel, December 2016. 
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resolutely uphold the inalienable 
principles of our sovereignty, without 
fear of the threat of nuclear aggression 
by the United States in those days of 
the October 1962 missile crisis. 

“That yes, it was possible to offer 
solidarity assistance to other sister 
peoples struggling against colonial 
oppression, external aggression and 
racism. 

“That yes, it was possible to defeat the 
racist South Africans, saving Angola’s 
territorial integrity, forcing Namibia’s 
independence and delivering a 
harsh blow to the apartheid regime. 
“That yes, it was possible to turn Cuba 
into a medical power, reduce infant 
mortality first, to the lowest rate in the 
Third World, then as compared with 
other rich countries; because at least 
on this continent our rate of infant 
mortality of children under one year of 
age is lower than Canada’s and United 
States (Applause), and at the same 
time, significantly increase the life 
expectancy of our population. 


“That yes, it was possible to transform 
Cuba into a great scientific hub, advance 
in the modern and decisive felids of 
genetic engineering and biotechnology; 
insert ourselves within the fortress of 
international pharmaceuticals; develop 
tourism, despite the U.S. blockade; 
build causeways in the sea to make 
Cuba increasingly more attractive, 
obtaining greater monetary income 
from our natural charms. 

“That yes, it is possible to resist, 
survive, and develop without 
renouncing our principles 
or the achievements won 
by socialism in a unipolar 
world dominated by the 
transnationals which 
emerged after the fall of the 
socialist camp in Europe 
and the disintegration 
of the Soviet Union. 
“Fidel’s enduring lesson 
is that yes it is possible, 
that humans are able to 
overcome the harshest 
conditions as long as their 
willingness to triumph does 
not falter, they accurately 
assess every situation, and 
do not renounce their just 
and noble principles,” end 
of quote. 

These are the words that I 
expressed more than two 
decades ago about a man, 
who, following the first 
disastrous battle at Alegria 
de Pio - which the day after 
tomorrow will celebrate its 


60th anniversary - never lost faith in 
victory, and 13 days later, already in 
the mountains of the Sierra Maestra, 
on December 18 of the aforementioned 
year, with seven rifles and a fist full 
of combatants, stated: “Now we have 
won the war! (Applause and shouts of 
“Fidel, Fidel! That’s Fidel!”). 

This is the undefeated Fidel that 
brings us together through his example 
and demonstration that, Yes, it was 
possible, yes, it is possible, and yes, 
it will be possible! (Applause and 
shouts of “Yes, we can!”). So, I repeat 
that he demonstrated that yes, it was 
possible, yes, it is possible, and yes, 
it will be possible to overcome any 
obstacle, threat or disturbance in our 
resolute effort to build socialism in 
Cuba, or in other words guarantee the 
independence and sovereignty of the 
homeland! (Applause). 

Before Fidel’s remains, in the Plaza de 
la Revolucion Mayor General Antonio 
Maceo Grajales, in the heroic city of 
Santiago de Cuba, we swear to defend 
the homeland and socialism! (Shouts 
of “We swear!”) And together we all 
reaffirm that expressed by the Bronze 
Titan: “Whoever attempts to conquer 
Cuba, will gather the dust of her blood- 
soaked soil, if he does not perish in 
fight! (Shouts) 

Fidel, Fidel! jHasta la Victoria! (Shouts 
of “jSiempre!) (Shouts of: “Raul is 
Fidel! and “jRaul, tranquilo, el pueblo 
esta contigo!” (Raul, don’t worry, the 
people are with you!). 
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